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November 2016  

NEW YEAR DINNER 

 MONDAY 16TH JANUARY 2017 at  7.00pm 

THE PARK 

in Chobham 

Station Road next door to the Village Hall, Chobham, GU24 8AQ 

There will be a set menu and everyone is asked to choose their meal beforehand. 

For 3 courses £29.70 per person       For 2 courses £24.20 per person 

This includes a 10% service charge. 

Including coffee/tea afterwards 

Please contact Jane Warner (warnerjane@btinternet.com) who will send menu. 

This year we ask everyone to pay for their meal upfront and then at the 

dinner pay for drinks individually. 

AGM 

The AGM will take place on Sunday 20th November at 1pm  

at  

Horsell Village Hall. 

We would like to see as many members as possible.  

Lunch will be provided from 12.30 and there will be a walk starting at 10am from 

the village hall. 
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Spring Lunch – 23 March 2017 at The Cricketers in Horsell at 12.30pm 

Walkers and non-walkers are welcome. 

Enjoy a 5 mile walk followed by a sociable lunch at The Cricketers. The walk will 

leave from the pub at 10.30 or just come along at 12.30 for lunch.  

Click here to see the menu. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at some/all of the above events. 

Sign up today. 

info@wokingramblers.org 

SHORT BREAK 

OCTOBER  2017  

There is the option of Thurs to Sunday or Monday to Thursday.  Please 

register your preference. 

The Manor House and Country Club Hotel 

OKEHAMPTON, DEVON 

This hotel is just outside Okehampton on the edge of Dartmoor 

It has an amazing array of sports facilities along with a craft centre and a spa. 

Please look at their web-site if you have not heard of it.  

There will be two guided walks of 10 and 4-5 miles out on the moor. 

Cost £260.00 approx. for 3 nights for 2 sharing 

Cost £285.00 for 3 nights for 2 singles sharing a bathroom (Family suite) 

Please contact Jane Warner and register your interest. 

(warnerjane@btinternet.com) 
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MALCOLM’S MUTTERINGS 

 

NEW ONLINE WALK PUBLISHING PROCESS  

As previously indicated in last newsletter, a new simpler and streamlined online walk 

programme process walk booking system has now been introduced. This type of 

web first approach has already been successfully adopted by a number of other 

groups and now provides us the benefits of: 

• Walk information on our website more easily keep up to date with any 
changes 

• Reduced administration overhead with reduced risk of administrative error  
• Walk leaders no longer need to commit dates up to 6-months in advance   

 

This new online method, effective the beginning of November, replaces the printed 

programme approach. Our goal is to ensure that there is always a lead-time of at 

least 21-days for one weekday and one weekend walk. 

 

NEW GROUP ACTIVITY CALENDAR  

In order to improve communication to all members, the proven online walk leader 

calendar, which has been used by walk leaders for some time to schedule walks has 

been extended to now also show upcoming group activities such as AGM, social 

activities and other events. Walk leaders will continue to have the benefit of this 

online calendar for walk planning with all members now having read access.  

 

As long as your can connect to the Internet, your calendar will always be up to date 

regardless which computer or device you use. No login is required as the calendar 

uses a ‘secret’ reader URL, which will be added to our website. Feeds can be 

subscribed from Microsoft Outlook, Google Calendar, Apple iCal, Yahoo calendar, or 

any other calendar capable of subscribing to .ics feeds.  

 

WOKING CANAL FESTIVAL & WALKS 

As mentioned in last newsletter, in celebration of the 25th Anniversary of the 

reopening of the Basingstoke Canal, Woking & District Ramblers organised a series 

of walks along the Basingstoke Canal towpath that were focused on the Woking 

Canal Festival (WCF) held over the weekend of August 6th and 7th. Over a two-

week period, six walks covered 32 miles of towpath from the Greywell 

Tunnel (eastern portal) in the west to the Wey Navigation in the east. The weather 
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was perfect and four of our members 

are to be congratulated for completing 

all of the walks – there was a lot of 

camaraderie and enthusiasm to 

complete the series! 

 

We were joined on this series of walks 

by walkers from several other Ramblers 

groups, Basingstoke Canal Society and 

Basingstoke Ramblers (not affiliated with 

The Ramblers). The walks on Saturday 

August 6th and Sunday 7th arrived from 

opposite directions at the Canal 

Festival site, where many walkers stayed 

on for lunchtime refreshments and to see 

the historic narrowboats plus other 

attractions.  

 

We were very fortunate in being able to participate at Woking Canal Festival (WCF) 

with a presence generously made available to us by the Basingstoke Canal Society. 

We borrowed a gazebo and other equipment 

from Surrey area, ordered promotional 

material from HQ and printed a special A6 

handout. Most important of all was the 

willing help offered by so many members 

who volunteered their time, without whom 

the event would not have been possible – so 

a big Thank You. Also thanks to our Chairman Brian Reader who quickly and skillfully 

designed the walks as access to some was quite distant from the train stations 

where the walks started. Thanks are also due to one of our partners, Cotswold 

Outdoor for kindly sending a representative for the first day, who worked very hard 

engaging with visitors to promote both our brands. 

 

Our booth was constantly very busy and the weather was idyllic if not too hot. We 

gave 250 visitors that we spoke with, the A6 handout that was especially printed for 

the occasion – that's 250 conversations with potential new members. Our presence 

at WCF was published on the Basingstoke Canal Society website, a parish magazine 

and website, and a local commercial radio website, plus we received event press 

coverage in the Woking News and Mail.  

mailto:info@wokingramblers.org
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Time off from booth duty was an opportunity to see many other interesting 

exhibitors and the fabulous array of historic narrowboats on the canal. One boat had 

left its base in early April, presumable taking the long way around to cover 600 miles 

through 500 locks to get there! 

We’re looking to repeat this success next 

year in 2017 so any suggestions of an 

event that might be suitable would be 

very welcome. Please send any ideas to 

info@wokingramblers.org or contact any 

committee member. 

 

The boat rally in Woking marked several 

anniversaries.   

Firstly, the Surrey & Hampshire Canal 

Society, now known as the Basingstoke 

Canal Society, celebrated its 50th year. In 

1966, the Basingstoke Canal was derelict 

with an owner planning to fill in parts 

of it for development. A letter in the local 

papers gathered a group of people 

together to fight for its future. 

The Society persuaded the County Councils of Surrey and Hampshire to take it into 

public ownership and after some 20 years of largely volunteer restoration work, the 

canal reopened to navigation in 1991. The year of 2016 therefore also celebrates 25 

years since the reopening. 

The Historic Narrow Boat Club was also formed in 1966, as the Narrow Boat Owners 

Club (NBOC) at the Inland Waterways Association (IWA) National Rally of Boats at 

Marple, and is one of the oldest inland waterway boat clubs.  They celebrated their 

half centenary by bringing over about forty historic working boats to the rally at 

Woking – truly a unique sight.  
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NEW SOCIAL MEDIA ACTIVITY 

To help increase visibility for our group and promote recruitment of new members, 

we now have an active Woking Ramblers social media presence on both Facebook 

and Twitter. 

There was a time when some, considered social media as a passing fad – something 

for kids. However, the sceptics were proved wrong and today there are billions of 

active social media accounts across a wide range of demographics. Social media is 

no longer optional and to ensure the long-term success of our group we need to 

engage too. 

Please explore our Facebook and Twitter pages, and tell all your friends about them 

too. On Facebook give us ‘likes’ and link to your own and/or friends’ and family 

Facebook pages. Follow us on Twitter and please encourage interested family and 

friends to do the same and retweet too. 

You can find Woking Ramblers at: 

 Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/WokingRamblers 

 Twitter – https://twitter.com/wokingramblers 
 

BASINGSTOKE CANAL CIRCULAR WALKS – BROCHURE UPDATE 

The Basingstoke Canal Society, who so generously provided us a space at the 

Woking Canal Festival, has asked if The Ramblers would review and provide 

information to enable the update to an old booklet Circular Rambles on the 

Basingstoke Canal, in which The Ramblers had a hand many years ago. There’s no 

date on the original booklet but from the phone number shown we believe it to be 

more than twenty years old. 

We're of course very pleased to assist in this worthwhile initiative and have grasped 

this opportunity. We’ve set up a virtual team in collaboration with North Hampshire 

Downs (NHD) Ramblers and are working through a set of 13 circular reconnaissance 

walks throughout October and November supported by a number of walk leaders 

and regular walkers. If you too would like to be involved in this fun activity or a 

second phase, please send an email to info@wokingramblers.org or contact any 

committee member.  

The updated version of this booklet will be published by, Basingstoke Canal Society. 

The Ramblers will be attributed. 
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BRIAN’S CELEBRATION RAMBLE 

On the afternoon of Saturday 27 August, a group of 19 ramblers assembled in Bisley 

for a short four mile walk followed by tea in Brian and Gill’s garden. Rain threatened 

towards the end of the walk, so we were all grateful that the weather did permit us 

to have tea outside when a few other people joined in. 

John Nathan, who has been chairman of Surrey Ramblers gave a few words about 

Brian’s long association with the Ramblers and the dedication he has shown over 

many years. 

It was an apt celebration of Brian’s achievement:  he was awarded the British 

Empire Medal in the New Year Honours 2016 and had also been elevated to Vice-

President (national) at the Ramblers General Council in York – the highest internal 

honour. It was also the culmination of a summer of celebratory events following a 

Buckingham Palace Garden Party on 10th May and his investiture a week later at 

Loseley House when he received the medal from the Lord-Lieutenant of Surrey, 

Michael More-Molyneux. 

The afternoon was very memorable both for the walk and the tea. Gill produced a 

delicious tea with traditional homemade scones, cream and jam (also homemade) 

and a dazzling array of cakes to suit all tastes  -  coffee and walnut, peach and 

raspberry etc. Many of us sampled more than one! The consensus was that she 

would make an ideal candidate for ‘The Great British Bake Off’.   

After tea, we all had the privilege of seeing the medal itself, the photos and the 

paperwork. This was a fitting end to an enjoyable afternoon. 

A walk with the local Woking group was the perfect finale to the celebrations: the 

tea was ‘the icing on the cake’! (sorry… couldn’t resist that one) 

CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 

As the autumn season is upon us my thoughts turn to all the walks we have had in 

these last few months, making use of the long days and travelling further afield.   

Many thanks once again to all our walks leaders who between them provide us with 

a really varied programme ranging from 2 or 3 miles for our short starter walks to 

longer walks of 12 (or occasionally more) miles for the energetic. As ever, more 

volunteers are needed to lead walks – please contact me if you are interested in 

going on a Surrey Area course for new leaders. There is no charge to attend, and 

lunch is provided. It has been noted this year that those on the courses have tended 

to be Ramblers members for 2 years or less, so please don’t let any inexperience of 

the Ramblers deter you. Surrey Area Council has approved the running of two more 

courses at Wotton next year – please watch the Area website for further details. 

mailto:info@wokingramblers.org
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Thanks too to the Group committee - Clare Dixon, Jane Warner, Julia Goodswen and 

Malcolm and Sylvia Brickwood - who have all provided admirable support for me 

during the year. We are fortunate to have them, but any other members interested 

in joining the committee please contact me before the AGM. 

It is pleasing to report that Des Coles has recently attended (and passed) the Surrey 

County Council course for new Volunteer Path Wardens – if anyone else apart from 

me has done so please let me know. Volunteer Path Wardens are allowed to clear 

path obstructions they come across and can organise working parties to help clear 

the obstruction. SCC are planning to improve this scheme and allow  Wardens 

access to the definitive map showing all logged existing path problems. The wardens 

will then be able to go and see a problem path and assess if a working group can 

resolve it within the scheme guidelines. 

FOOTPATH SECRETARY’S REPORT  

WOKING FP82 / OCKHAM FP5 (PIGEONHOUSE BRIDGE OVER RIVER WEY)  

There is no progress to report. I keep badgering SCC. 

WOKING FP47A (NEWLANDS AVENUE, WESTFIELD TO MOOR LANE) 

The Traffic Regulation Order was renewed on 15th September. An alternative route 

slightly further east is available, and the path is likely to be diverted onto the 

alternative line when the Moor Lane housing development is complete. 

WOKING FP42 / SEND FP61 (TRIGGS LOCK TO SEND CHURCH)  

The Diversion Order was confirmed on 1st September. The effect is to move the 

length of path between the Wey Navigation and the River Wey onto a very slightly 

more southerly route, crossing a stream between the Navigation and the River by an 

existing footbridge (there wasn’t one on the old route so it’s a sensible diversion to 

resolve the anomaly). 

BYFLEET FP129 / WISLEY FP3 (part) / WISLEY FP566                             

A Definitive Map Modification Order was published in July to upgrade this route 

(from Sanway Road in Byfleet on FP129, under the M25 on FP3, then to the west of 

the sewage works in Wisley on FP566) from footpath to bridleway. Cyclists claim to 

have evidence of 20 years unchallenged use. Majority of route is in Wisley, covered 

by another Ramblers’ Footpath Secretary. With agreement of Area Footpath 

Secretary, he is not objecting. However, local residents in Wisley are believed to be 

objecting.  That part of Wisley FP3 to the east of the sewage works is not affected. 
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AND FINALLY: a reminder that if you do find a path problem anywhere in the county 

please advise both SCC (by going to Woking Ramblers web-site and following the 

“click here” instruction) and myself. 

 

DISCOUNTS 

Also, a reminder that you can get discounts at several local outdoor shops:  

Cotswold, Guildford or Kingston   

Snow & Rock, Chertsey. 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER 

The newsletter is open to contributions from everyone. If you would like to share 

any walking experiences, we would be pleased to include them. Please send to Jane 

Warner at  info@wokingramblers.org. 

 

Copy date for next newsletter: 15 February 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ramblers Association is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and 

Wales. Company registration number: 4458492. Registered charity in England and Wales 

number: 1093577. Registered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House. 87-90 Albert Embankment, 

London SE1 7TW. 
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